
39TH THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Dear Friends, welcome to my 39th thought for the week during lockdown. Hopefully I’ll soon be able to 
drop the words during lockdown as the restrictions begin to ease and we are able to do more things with 
family and friends and begin to worship in our church building again. 

The term ‘Family of God’ is the description given to church in fellowship with Jesus and it describes the 
relationship of all Christians with God our heavenly father. It was a title not lightly chosen. The choice of 
the word ‘Family’ was meant to convey what all Christians ought to share and enjoy fellowship, a close 
knit unity with an individual freedom bound together with a deep sense of responsibility and love to all 
members. 

To belong to a ‘family’ is to know that, come what may, there will always be relatives who will flock to 
one’s aid and support. Never will any member feel alone, unless by choice. The ‘Family’ is a supporting, 
maintaining unit, a source of help and comfort where people live together in harmony and love. It is also 
a place where every member is needed, the place where they serve each other. 

During the Pandemic it is has not been easy for families to do this as we have been forced, in some cases 
to live apart from family members only being able to see them by forming the occasional bubble. 

We’ve also not been able to worship together and enjoy fellowship, we have however been able to 
worship particularly on Zoom but other forms of social media too. Yes it’s not been the same but at least 
we have been able to do so and it’s been great to see people of all ages embracing it, learning new skills 
and finding new ways of supporting each other as well as those who don’t have access to the internet. 

As members of Churches, we know that it is God’s will that all humankind should live together in a 
helpful and caring spirit, fully supporting, caring and encouraging each other, in the unity of love and 
service of God and all God’s people whether they be Christians or not. 

And while it hasn’t been easy, we have seen many examples of how people have been doing this and 
stepping up to the plate in times of crisis, isn’t that what communities do? We have witnessed people 
showing acts of kindness caring towards those in need in sincere, practical and spiritual ways. 

Now that we are slowly getting back to some sort of normality, whatever that may mean, it is my wish 
that we don’t suddenly stop doing all these things as we are going to need to care for each other more 
than we have done before. 

It is still the duty of the ‘Church’ as it has been for over 2000 years to show that the family of God 
embraces all humankind wherever they are and whatever their need, it is our task and calling to ‘To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God as in MICAH 6:8: May God help each one of 
us to do just that. 

Let us Pray, all encompassing God, as we slowly begin to come out of lockdown, help each one of us not 
to lose sight of the fact that we still need to be there for each other and keep you in the centre of our 
lives. Amen. 

This week, just keep doing what you have been doing for the past year and show an act of kindness. 

Until next week, keep safe and keep well. 

Shalom my friends, Shalom. 


